
CALGARY RIVER USERS’ ALLIANCE – 

RECOMMENDED RIVER ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS   

As part of the Calgary River Access Strategy passed by Calgary City Council in June 2016, 

Calgary River Users’ Alliance as an important and informed stakeholder in recreational 

river use has been consulted by Calgary Parks about the most appropriate river access 

locations on the Bow and Elbow Rivers that should be considered for development.  

CRUA identified in excess of 50 locations that are currently used by a variety of river 

users and has selected a short list of 16 sites that offer the potential for improvement to 

meet recreational activities within the City. 

CRUA used the following site selection criteria for both Hand Launch and Boat Ramps: 

 Accessible from existing public roads 

 Strategically located along the rivers to facilitate access and to offer a variety 
of boating trips 

 Existing vehicle parking with room for expansion 

 Room for improvement and/or addition of supporting amenities 

 Accommodates as wide a variety of river users as possible 

 Minimizes new disturbance to parkland by using established sites  

 Avoids sensitive environmental areas and does not contribute to erosion or 
sediment input to river 

 Does not interfere with use by emergency services 

 Avoids private property 
 
The 16 sites are – on the Bow River: Stoney Trail, Bowness Park, Shouldice Bridge, Point 
McKay - 37 Street, Eau Claire - 8 Street, Sunnyside, Inglewood - 12 Street, St. Patrick’s 
Island, Cushing Bridge, Ogden Road, Graves Bridge, Quarry Park, and Douglasdale.  And 
on the Elbow River: Sandy Beach, Stanley Park, and Inglewood - 8 Street. 
 
The CRUA is recommending that these locations be developed as formal boating access 
sites with facilities like parking lots, access trails or boat ramps, toilets, picnic tables, 
garbage cans, and signage.  New or improved signage would guide people to the sites 
and provide information about boating and fishing regulations, safe river recreation, and 
responsible river use. The shoreline and beach would be enhanced if needed to allow 
safe and convenient access and prevent erosion and sedimentation. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RIVER ACCESS SITES – BOW RIVER 

1.  STONEY TRAIL: 

The double lane boat ramp on the north side of the Bow River upstream of Baker Park 

has adequate parking for cars, but lacks parking for truck/trailers.  Trailered boat access 

is currently restricted to Calgary Emergency Services.   



Portable toilets, garbage bins, and tables have recently been provided by the City. Boat 

trailer parking and directional and river access information signage need to be 

supplemented.  The gate to the access ramp should be locked in the open positon and 

signage added to ensure users do not park or loiter to impede access by emergency 

services.   

 

 

 
2.  BOWNESS PARK: 

A well-established hand launch river access point in NW Calgary serviced with toilets, 

garbage bins, tables, and parking lot in the adjoining park.  

Directional and river access information signs need to be provided. Signage to advise 

trailers to not occupy multiple parking stalls should be added. 

 

 

 



3. SHOULDICE BRIDGE: 

A well-established hand launch river access point.  A new single lane boat launch and 

gate were installed for Calgary Emergency Service following the 2013 flood. An 

adequate parking lot close by and parallel parking for trailered boat use is available on 

the adjacent Monserrat Drive NW. The gate to the access ramp should be locked in the 

open positon and signage added to ensure users do not park or loiter to impede access 

by emergency services.   

Toilets, garbage bins, tables are available in the adjoining park. Upgrades to amenities 

and directional and river access information signs need to be provided.  Consideration 

needs to be given to a double lane boat ramp. 

  

 

4. POINT McKAY - 37 STREET NW: 

This hand launch just south of Bowness Road and 37 Street NW offers a good location 

for expansion. The parking lot is small but there is room for expansion. A surfaced 

riverbank trail, garbage bin, table, and directional and river access information signs 

need to be provided. 

 
  

 



5. EAU CLAIRE - 8 STREET SW: 

The city centre boat ramp is accessed from 8
 
Street & 3 Ave SW. Downtown parking 

restrictions and the high Pathway use makes this site unsuitable for trailered boat 
access, but hand launch is possible. No facilities exist.  

  

 

6. SUNNYSIDE: 

A river access bank for rafters at 3 Street and Memorial Drive NW.   Access is by the 

pedestrian overpass, so not convenient for canoeists or kayakers. 

Parking is available in the vicinity of the bridge to Prince’s Island. Bank stabilization and 

amenities are needed. 

 

 

 

 

7. St. PATRICK’S ISLAND: 

A well-established hand launch river access point.  Accessed off 12 Street SE, adjacent to 

the zoo. Parking, toilets, garbage bins, and tables are available in the adjoining park. 

Supplemental boat ramp development is possible at the downstream south/east corner 

of the property adjacent to the parking lot in an area referred to as “The Cove”. This site 

would offer an important take-out for trailered boats above Harvie Passage. This location 



or an alternate above Harvie Passage are vital. There are no other locations for trailed 

boat access in this section of the Bow. 

 
  

 

 

8.  INGLEWOOD - 12 STREET SE: 

A well-established hand launch river access point.  Parking, portable toilet, garbage bins, 

and tables are available.  

A surfaced riverbank trail and directional and river access information signage need to 

be provided. This improvement should be undertaken as part of the 12th street bridge 

replacement project now underway.  

 

 

 

9. CUSHING BRIDGE: 

A well-established boat ramp and hand launch river access point that has recently been 

closed to vehicular access. 

Needs to be reopened to public access and use.  Portable toilets, garbage bins, tables, 

and directional and river access information signs need to be provided.  Parking for cars 

and boat trailers could either be provided in Pearce Estate, across Blackfoot Trail in 

Inglewood, or along a widened access road. 



 

 

 

10. OGDEN ROAD: 

A potential boat ramp river access point on city property with access off Ogden Road. 

Consideration needs to be given to developing a complete river access facility, including: 

access road, parking lot, double lane boat ramp, portable toilets, garbage bins, tables, 

and directional and river access information signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11.  GRAVES BRIDGE: 

A well-established boat ramp river access point that has been altered by the 2013 flood. 

Portable toilets, garbage bins, and tables have recently been provided by the City. 

Directional and river access information signs need to be provided. 

 

  

 

12. QUARRY PARK: 

A recently constructed Calgary Emergencies Services boat ramp with great potential as a 

public boat ramp. Access off Quarry Dr. SE onto Quarry Way SE. 

Consideration needs to be given to developing a complete river access facility, including: 

access road, parking lot, double lane boat ramp, portable toilets, garbage bins, tables, 

and directional and river access information signs. 

 

 

 

 



13. DOUGLASDALE PARK: 

A potential hand launch river access point.  Parking, toilets, garbage bins, and tables are 

available in the adjoining park. 

A hand launch river access facility needs to be developed here, with a surfaced 

riverbank trail, garbage bins, tables, and directional and river access information signs. 

 

  

 

ELBOW RIVER 

14. SANDY BEACH: 

A well-established hand launch river access point.  Parking, toilets, garbage bins, and 

tables are available in the adjoining park.  

A surfaced riverbank trail and directional and river access information signage need to 

be provided. 

   
 

 



15. STANLEY PARK: 

A well-established hand launch river access point.  Parking, toilets, garbage bins, and 

tables are available in the adjoining park. 

A surfaced riverbank trail and directional and river access information signage need to 

be provided. 

   

 

16. INGLEWOOD - 8 STREET SE:   

A hand launch river access point in the general vicinity of the confluence of the Elbow 

and Bow River would be very useful.  On-street parking is available. A surfaced riverbank 

trail, garbage bin, table, and directional and river access information signs need to be 

provided. 

 
 

 

 


