CRUA

Calgary River Users Alliance
A REVIEW OF DESIGNATED BOAT RAMPS
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Current Designated Boat Launches
BAKER PARK
SHOULDICE PARK
EAU CLAIRE / CITY CENTRE

CUSHING BRIDGE / 17 AVE. SE
GRAVES BRIDGE / GLENMORE TRAIL
QUARRY PARK

FISH CREEK PARK

BAKER PARK
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Figure 1: Approach to Parking lot. Parallel parking
only. Need to address the truck/trailer parking.
Parallel parking on the approach roadway could be
used.

Figure 2: Barricade closed but not locked.
Sign does not restrict access but indicates
no parking within the entrance way.

BAKER PARK
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Figure 3: View from the top of the boat
ramp back to the barricade. Note that the
Access Roadway crosses the Pathway

Figure 4: View of the boat ramp
looking across to Bowness Park.
The ramp is a double lane
concrete interlocking slab base

SHOULDICE BAKER PARK
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Figure 5: Access off Bowness Road and
Monserrat Drive NW. Closed but not
locked. Parking restriction signs on each
side of the access

Figure 6: View east along Monserrat Drive
to the parking lot on the left hand side by
the tennis court. Truck/trailer parking
needs to be defined

SHOULDICE BAKER PARK
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Figure 7: The boat ramp is a single lane
concrete interlocking slab base. There is a
hardtop access between the barricade
and the ramp.

Figure 8: Cyclist on the Pathway
about to cross the Pathway. It may be
appropriate to add “caution” or
“yield” signs at crossing.

EAU CLAIRE/ CITY CENTRE ACCESS
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Figure 9: Access from 8th Street & 2nd Ave SW on the west side of
the Heliport. Double swing gate barrier. Closed but not locked.
Downtown parking restrictions apply.

Figure 10: Boat ramp access from
entrance barrier to boat launch across
Pathway system. Considering the
number of Pathway users in the city
core there is probably going to be
objection to the public’s vehicle access
to the boat ramp.

Figure 11: a hard top access to a
concrete slab double lane boat
launch.

ST. PATRICK’S ISLAND/ CALGARY ZOO
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Figure 12 & 13: Supplemental boat ramp
development is possible at the downstream
south/east corner of the property adjacent to
the parking lot in an area referred to as “The
Cove”

Figure 14: This photo is taken from the same position as
above, but looking SE across the parking lot.
The 12st Bridge across the Bow River at the SE perimeter of St.
Patrick’s Island is being replaced in 2015-6. Is there a potential
for a boat ramp at this new development?

17 AVE. SE / CUSHING BRIDGE
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This access is on the north side of 17 Ave. SE adjacent to the
Cushing Bridge.
Figure 15: The barricade on the west side of the condo
development shows a sign “Fire Department Emergency Use
Only” is on private property.

Figure 16: The recently
renovated roadway access to
the boat ramp. Wider and
upgraded from what was there
prior to the condo development.
Adequate in-line truck/trailer
parking

Figure 17: Access of 17 A St. SE. was
closed with the condo development.
Should it be reopened to the public?

17 AVE. SE / CUSHING BRIDGE
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Figure 19: Access at the top of the ramp. To the left is
the service access to Harvie Passage that may be used
when the redevelopment gets started later in the year.
Historically, no parking in this ramp approach

Figure 20: The single lane ramp is usable
but is in need of some repair. A second
gravel base ramp could be installed on the
upstream side of the existing ramp
The ramp access is not visible by north
bound cyclists until they clear bridge.
North bound Pathway “Caution Signs”
needed.

GLENMORE TRAIL / GRAVES BRIDGE
Figure 21: No permanent barricade. Abuse of the gravel bar
is problematic. Adequate parking in the assigned lot and
under the bridge. The Fire Department does not use this
access due to the unstable gravel base.
This ramp could be lost to the “Heritage Drive Permanent
Flood Barricade”

Figure 22: Aquatic biologists and environmentalist
have expressed concerns that the gravel bar
exposed by the 2013 is being used as a playground
by recreational vehicles. Concrete blocks or large
boulder barricades would restrict access upstream
of bridge protecting 90% of the gravel bar.
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GLENMORE TRAIL / GRAVES BRIDGE
The existing sign:
THIS BOAT LAUNCH IS PROVIDED FOR

EMERGENCY VEHICLES
The public is welcome to use this facility, however,
EMERGENCY VEHICLES HAVE PRIORITY

This sign should be installed at all City of
Calgary boat launches
Recently a:
“NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES”
sign was installed at the base of the
boat ramp prohibiting access to the
gravel bar upstream of Graves
Bridge.
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QUARRY PARK
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Figure 23: Access off Quarry Dr. SE onto
Quarry Way SE. Closed and locked. Parking
restriction signs on each side of the access.

Figure 24: From the barricade the
hardtop access crosses the park and
the pathway

QUARRY PARK
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Figure 25: A wide open gravel base ramp
approach allowing for easy turn around and
with some improvements the potential for a
parking lot
Potential for a gravel base parking lot
adjacent to access road

Figure 26: View of the boat ramp from the river.
The ramp is a single lane concrete interlocking
slab base. Lots of room for an additional gravel
base ramp lane adjacent to the existing ramp.

FISH CREEK
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This provincial park boat ramp has accommodated both the Calgary Fire Department and
recreational river users for many years and is an example of where cooperation between
agencies has a positive outcome.
Figure 27: A double wide hardtop access to the boat
ramp. Seasonally closed due to ice and snow build up

Figure 28: View of the boat ramp from the
upstream bank looking south to Highway 22X
Bridge. Redeveloped in 2014 with a double lane
concrete ramp.
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FISH CREEK

The parking lot is large enough to
accommodate truck/trailer
parking that facilitate easy and
rapid boat ramp access

Parking ban signs
have been erected
along the approach
lane to the ramp

Information signs, garbage bins
and toilets have been installed
close to parking lot.

Figure 29: The Boat Launch
Rules are posted at the boat
ramp barricade. A good
example of what could be used
at other boat ramps in the
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CRUA POSITION
There is a need for discussion over the current City of Calgary boat ramp
access policy. Emergency Services Access needs to be protected, but
Public Access should be assured to responsible river users.

The current position of closing
and locking access gates should
be changed to:
• Gates locked into open
position.
• Closed & locked only under
Provincial “High River Flow
Advisory”, or Maintenance and
Danger to the Public

CLOSED

LOCKED IN OPEN
POSITION

CRUA POSITION
An assessment of each boat launch is needed
to meet “Fire Departments Access Code” and
river users needs:
• Roadway lane width.
• Roadway parking or parking lot availability
• Boat Ramp upgrades
• Improvement made where needed
New signage granting public
access needs to be installed
at all designate boat
launches in the city.
City contact information
needs to be added
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CRUA POSITION
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The “Parks & Pathway Bylaw” governs public access
to boat launches. Clarification of use is needed.
The “Roadways” are the only motorized vehicle
access lanes in City parks.
Is a boat ramp access considered a “Roadway” where
it crosses a “Pathway”? City Bylaws prohibit
motorized vehicles from using parks “Pathways”
•

Parking lots need to be large
enough to accommodate
truck/trailers combinations.

•

Bollards restricting access to
Pathways, caution and prohibit
signs need to be installed were
appropriate.

CRUA POSITION
The “Parks & Pathway Bylaw” governs public access and is
also responsible for park infrastructure to support a clean
and safe environment for the citizens of Calgary.
To this end CRUA is requesting that the Parks Department
install a minimum of toilets, garbage bins and benches at
all river access points in Calgary.

Considering time restraints, portable toilets are considered
“acceptable” for 2016. But a riverside infrastructure
improvement strategy is needed
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CRUA POSITION
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THE CALGARY RIVER USERS ALLIANCE HAS BEEN FORMED BY 14
ORGANIZATIONS CONSISTING OF STAKEHOLDERS FROM CANOE, KAYAK,
RAFT, FISHING , CONSERVATION AND LOCAL BUSINESS
WORK TOWARDS A COMMON INTEREST TO ADVANCE RECREATIONAL RIVER
USE AND ACCESS WITHIN THE CITY OF CALGARY
CRUA WISHES TO WORK WITH THE CITY OF CALGARY, ITS ELECTED OFFICIALS
AND DEPARTMENTS TO DEVELOP A RIVER MANAGEMENT PLAN THAT WILL
ADDRESS RECREATION, EDUCATION, CONSERVATION, CULTURE AND
INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS FOR GERERATIONS TO COME.

THE NEED FOR A RIVER RECREATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

CRUA



Bankside and recreational river use need to be integrated together within parks developments,
capitalizing on the recreational resource available to meet multidiscipline recreation needs and river
pursuits.



The relationship of the Pathway System to river access. Bylaws may need to be amended and
infrastructure upgraded to allow for trailered boat access to rivers and restricting access to adjacent
parkland.



Riverbank development projects appear to have limited scope, often viewed in isolation and do not take
in account the relationship to overall river use. There is an interdependency between access points for
recreational river use and therefore broader stakeholders input is needed.



The need for improvement to access, parking, garbage bins, toilets, etc. at numerous existing informal
river access points. In addition, design built river access points, will reduce the incidence of
indiscriminate river access, leading to problems for all.

THE NEED FOR A RIVER RECREATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Continued:


There is a need for information and promotion of facilities available to the public with a “River
Recreational Use Policy” that covers regulations and safety operation. Reference is needed to respect for
other river users and public and private lands. Regulatory protection of the environment and wildlife
habitat must to be documented.



Safety of river access and use needs to be built into flood mitigation and recreation river infrastructure
design.



Consideration needs to be given to all operation models for recreation infrastructure maintenance.

CRUA is open to further discussions and involvement as a stakeholder
in the development of a River Recreation Management Plan.

