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CALGARY CITY COUNCIL APPROVES RIVER ACCESS 

STRATEGY. 

Motion to Council: 

Calgary City Council approved the motion "Calgary River Access Strategy" on June 14, 2016. 

The motion was proposed by Councillors Keating and Carra. The motion directs City 

Administration to address the long-term river access issues. In addition, Administration (Water 

Resources, Fire, Recreation and Parks Department) are to engage with commercial river users 

for discussion on river access issues in the short term. City Administration is to report back to 

City Council with a report no later than Q1 2017. 

During City Council debate is was clear that all Councillors were in favor of the Motion. Two 

concerns were expressed: 

 Parks Department was asked to address the financial impact of the motion. It was 

encouraging to see that an assessment of boat access points was underway within the 

2016 budget. Future infrastructure costs would be a part of the report to City Council Q1 

2017. 

 Water Resources was questioned on the environmental impact of new or improved river 

access. Council was assured that Federal and Provincial environmental and habitat 

legislation would be met. 

 

Why a River Access Strategy: 

The 2013 flood had an enormous impact on the Bow River, altering river banks and depositing 

large amounts of gravel to new locations. Calgary’s Graves Bridge Boat Ramp access to the river 

was severely impacted. At this location a new gravel bar was formed in front of the boat launch, 

stretching upstream 500 meters. The boat ramp continued to be used by recreational boaters 

and RiverWatch, an educational program for Grade 8 and 9 students, but an increasing number 
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of incidents of abuse of the gravel bar were being reported to the authorities.  Unfortunately, 

the Graves Bridge Boat Ramp, the last remaining trailered boat access within the City of Calgary 

was closed in May 2016 due to illegal vehicle use of the gravel bar. This action eliminated any 

drift boat fly fishing within the city limits and made it very difficult for RiverWatch to operate its 

long-standing school rafting program.  

For river users and more specifically drift boat fishermen and raft operators of the Bow River, 

the "Calgary River Access Strategy" will address these and other short term issues. It is 

expected that a resolution to the Graves Bridge Boat Ramp closure will be found shortly.  In 

addition, several of the hand-carry access points along both the Bow and Elbow Rivers are in a 

state of disrepair, causing erosion to the shoreline and other nuisance issues. Many are in need 

of cleanup, toilets, parking, signage and other minor maintenance. CRUA hopes that these 

immediate issues will not be delayed by the obvious need for a longer-term recreational river 

use policy and implementation action plan. 

Calgary River Users Alliance Position: 

Calgary River Users Alliance (CRUA) as a river access stakeholder is expecting to be consulted on 

the infrastructure improvements needs to secure a comprehensive river recreation use policy. 

The Calgary River Users’ Alliance (CRUA) was formed in January 2016 with the objective of 

improving recreational boating access to the Bow and Elbow Rivers in Calgary.   It will also 

address other needs and concerns that are common to recreational river users.  The CRUA 

consists of representatives of recreation and conservation groups and businesses in the city, 

including canoeing, kayaking, rafting, paddle-boarding, river surfing, and fishing. 

Improving river access in the city would both encourage more Calgarians and attract more 

visitors to Calgary to fish the world-renowned Bow River trout fishery and to participate in 

paddling activities on the Bow and Elbow Rivers.  

Calgary River Users Alliance 

CRUA Contacts: 

Peter Crowe-Swords   Patrick Mahaffey  Howard Heffler 

Email: daritek@shaw.ca   Email: pmahaf@telus.net  Email: hheffler@shaw.ca 

Cell:     403-680-8320   Cell:    403-560-9934.  Cell:     403- 804-2489 

mailto:daritek@shaw.ca
mailto:pmahaf@telus.net
mailto:hheffler@shaw.ca

